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with a dyſentery: 


other diſeaſe 


* * * 


: tions wich bloody, or mucous mat 
ter, is, by the unanimous opinion 


= phyſicians, agreed tobe troubled 
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name, unleſs theſe three FOR 
_ toms be found therein. The o 
ther ſigns ariſing to the patient, 


are not ptecifely examined by this 
rule, but are deſcribed differently 5 


by different authors; but as I had 


frequent occaſion in the courſe of i 


ſeveral years conſtant practiſe, to 
obſerve ſeveral things, which ei- 
ther did not occur to others, or 


have appeared to them in a dif- 


ferent light from what they did 
0 me, he right underftanding or 
which, would in my opinion, evi- 


dently turn to the good of the 


community, J determined with 


my ſelf, to lay before the public, 
| what I found by experience to be 


almoſt of an infallible efficacy. In 


do ding which, I ſhall in the firſt 
place, ſtate thoſe things which may 
| be conducive, either to explain, 
or illuſtrate the hiſtory of the diſ- 
5 yy" but m— ſo. AS * tanfenbe 
| | e 


- 


hers, as ; links 4 a8 . 0 
by ſhall lay down, what I found 
to be almoſi infallibly attended 
with ſucceſs in the cure of that 
diſtemper; and in the laſt a 
ſhall Ab join, what I take more 
Fin to reſpect the theory 
of the diſcaſe, and quality of the 
- medicines a therein. 52 | 


Ind doing which 3 no 5 
n may differ from others, 

* dee not mean thereby to weaken 
their credit, nor reflect upon their 
diligence; for the complexion of 
the ſame diſeaſe, may at various 
times, appear. differently, ſo that 


no phyſician, however filled m = 


che things, can twice expect the | 


lame 2 for according 5 Be 
* gyden 1a 


N * Obſerver. 4. mark. au. e. + ah. an . 


zn may happen chat 
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by — 


| 0 7 the dyſentery. | 


| 19 may beas different forts: of a 
dyſentery, as of the ſmall-pox, 

and other epidemic diſorders, and 

which, on that account, require 


„ different” kind of cure in fome, 


from what is to be uſed in others; 
for if this was not the caſe, we 
: could not take the liberty of mats 
ing any excuſe in any fpe- 
_ cies of it; for in every kind of 
philoſophy, there 5 — 3 to be 
a freedom to chuſe, but particu- 
larly in phyſical queſtions, where 
the mind muſt extend itſelf, to 
the right underſtanding, both the 
occaſion of what it is to know, _ 
and the matter to be learned 

thereby. But if it ſhould happen, 
that ſuch as differed from great 
men in their ſentiments, would 


be thou ght to violate the eſteem 


and reverence for them, it muſt 
infallibly happen, that ſtudents thus 
circumiſtanced, would make little 

: pro- 


Of the. dyſentery. 8 
Progreſs, nay ſcarce would have 


— beginning or increaſe, but-ra- 
5 ther continue in a ſtate of in- 


fancy; a complaint which may 
A be with great Juſtice taken up, 


concerning medicine, above any 


other art or e what 
| ſoever. | 


Mx firſt obſervation: then con- 
cerning a dyſentery is, that the 
ſame ought ſeldom or never to be 
conſidered as conſiſting in acute 


diſſeaſes, or to be attended with 


any fever, a doctrine different 


from vrhat the chief modern phy- 
ſicians have laid down; indeed the 
antient writers rather eſtabliſh the 
opinion which we have adopted, 
and ſtren gthen the ſame upon 
their own practice and authority: 
On the other hand © Sydenham *. 
. chat 1 * docs 


8 6 - Of the dyſentery. 


not always take its riſe from hor- 
ror and from rigor, though 
this be the general caſe: = 
theſe are lice by a heat 
through the whole body, as is 
cuſtomary in fevers; nay, in de- 
ſcribing particularly the ſtate of 
the air, and of ſome general di- 
ſtempers, -he vey. properly ſays 
that a dyſentery. is none other 
khan a real fever, predominantdur- 
ingthat conſtitution of the air, but 
with this peculiar difference, that 
its malignant tendency was in- 
ward? and that diſcharging itſelf 
into the inteſtines, it, by theſe 
opened for itſelf a paſlage by 
which it might be eyacuated. 
Doctor Mead is at pains to ſhew. - 

that it proceeds from an inflam- 
mation, and never without ſome 
degree of a fever: a prejudice ſo 
ſtrongly rooted in Boer haave, that = 


* Thid. ſeck. 1. cap. 1. 
+ Monita et * med. cap. vii. [2.1 I; ; 


Of the dyſentery. 7 
in his whole book of aphoriſms 
he has not mentioned a dyſentery, 
further than in explaining the no- 
tion of a diarrhea febrilis, orwhen 
he enumerates ſome ulcers which 
ſometimes terminate the inflam- *' 
mation of the bowels; but in- 
deed to ſpeak truly, accurate de- 
ſcriptions of diſeaſes, could not 
be expected from Boerhaave, not- 
withſtanding he was a man of 
genuity; as through the whole 
of his life, his aim was to 
teach his ſtudents the elements 
of medicine, as a ſcience already - 
brought to perfection, and found- 
ed upon geometrical principles, 
and capable of a mathematical 
demonſtration: but whoever. ap- 
plies himſelf to a ſearch of this 
kind, he 'will gradually become 
fuller and more intent. upon aſj- 
_ Ggning the reaſons of things: 
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in . he will make it his ſtuch 
ſo to enlarge upon the cauſes, 


that theſe in a manner may 


take in, and explain the moſt of 
the phænomena which may oc- 
cur. It is on this account that a 


maſter at the ſame time when he 


| ſpares | his own trouble, pro- : 


cures greater weight and autho- 
rity with his followers, than if 


he ſhould firſt reſolve to trace 
the matters; to their firſt ſource; 
andi to denote the variety of them „ 
he ſhould, in the mean time, pro- 
feſſing hikes own ignorance, leave 


the cauſes and the principles on 


which they depend to be ſought 


out and inveſtigated by others. 
But tis likely, that in this affair 
Boer baave was guided by the eu-. 

5 ample of Aretœus; for althou gh +4 
maoſt part, if not all the phyſi 2 
cCians of antiquity, in à pe eculiar. 
: "> IPO ulcers . 2 


1 2 2 4 * * 


che cauſes of A. dyſentery, yet 


ſome account for them upon 0s. 
ther principles, and give a dif- 
_ ferent repreſentation of the na- 
ture of the diſeaſe: pi However, 


Areters is ſingle in his opinion, 


for while he ſpecifies the differ- 9 


ent ſymptoms of it, he refers 
thei r variety, without aſſigning 
any reaſon for his opinion, to the 


2 . N k 
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various ulcers in the bowels; it 
may readily be granted, that an 


ulcer was ſometimes the effect of 


a dyſentery, but I cannot be 


brought to grant that it was the - 
cauſe, unleſs at the time when 2 
the patient was afflicted with ſome 


other ailment of the inteſtines from 


whence a brooding! ulcer / might, 
in the laſt extremity, have an un- 


couth likeneſs to a dyſentery: 


4 But a dyſentery of this kind, in 
8 . out 75 N oy the pre- 1 
fr: ITE: ſent 7 
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ſent diſeaſe, ought to obtain here 
no nner of place whatſoever. | 


Ne OR "= it ſeem more agree- 
able to truth, to attribute the be- 
ginning of the diſeaſe to an in- 
flammation; for an inflammation 


of the bowels always produces 9 


great and burning fever, it binds 
the body, and in a manner ſeals 
up the ſtomach; from this bind- 
ing we judge of the greatneſs of 
the danger, and when once this 
is removed, we look upon the 
worſt to be over, and the patient 
to be in a fair way. From all 
which it appears, that an inflam- 
mation is contrary to the very na- 
ture and genius of a dyſentery, : 
Aa great part of which conſiſts in 

the too. frequent uſe of the ſtool : 


ſeldom, indeed, are the more e- : 


_ *vident marks of a fever to be ob- 
| fared in perſons troubled with a 
1 


Of the ayſentery. 11 
dyſentery, not even if by chance 


there be a quicker pulſe ariſing 
from a pain in the bowels, or if 
on account of a looſeneſs, there be 
a conſiderable degree of thirſt, or 


it the tongue be covered over with 
a languid white, all which muſt 


be attributed to a fever. Theſe 
ailments generally ceaſe ſo ſoon 
as the inflammation of the in- 
teſtines has been ſubdued: 


is their connexion with the . . 


ſentery more cloſe than with ſe- 


vera] other diſeaſes which daily 
occur; but indeed I have not 


obſerved one patient in ten, who 
was viſited with a fever, antece- 
dent to the dyſentery, or whom 


the former left at the time When 


* 


the latter had abated. Every 
thing is the reverſe ; the face for 
the moſt part is emaciated, and 
looks inordinately pale, the eyes 


lively and clear, the pulſe weaker, | i 
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nor at any time higher, except . 
when the pains of the ſtomach 
are more exquiſite and more con- 
ſtant; no chillineſs, no heat, and 
what may remove all doubt, the 


diſeaſe, when left to itſelf, is for 
the moſt part tedious and linger- 


ing, ſo that from ſome patients 
I underſtood that they had been 


"troubled with that diſtemper for 


two or three months together, Be- 
ſides the thorough cure is not as 
in fevers, the work of a few 


hours, depending upon a ſudden 
turn of the humours, but is ſlowly 


and hy degrees brought to per- 
fection, by the repeated uſe of 


the ſame remedies: This I fay 
is the real nature of the diſeaſe, .- 


as I have obſerved in the courſe of 


five or fix years, during a very 
large and conſiderable practice 
upon thoſe troubled with a dy- 
ſentery in S. Themas's hoſpital, 
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an accbunt: of whoſe caſe and 
condition I have marked down. 
It indeed may happen, and ſome- - 
times does, that, in men who are 
naturally of a warmer conſtitu- 
tion, or who contract a fever 
from other cauſes, a dyſentery Fe 
is attended with a fever; but 


in an encampment, or from ſome 
culiar condition of the air and 


diet, the face of the diſeaſe will 
become different; and yet in that 
inveterate dyſentery which made 
' ſuch havock at N emeguen, in 
the year 1736, and in the camp, 
which that accompliſhed phyſi- 
cian doctor + John Pringle has 
deſcribed, the ſymptoms of a fe- 


ver were ſo few and ſo on ; 
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that no manner of regard was to 


10 be paid to them, ſo that the mat- 


ter becomes briefly this, that the 


dyſentery, like the rheumatiſm or | 
other articular diſeaſe, ſome- 
times contains a kind of fever 


within itſelf, or at leaſt is at- 
tended therewith ; however, that 


this diſtemper is frequently more 


lingering, and unattended with 


any real fever, and much more 


ſo than even the rheumatiſm it 
ſelf. 


6 dbfernition pretty . 


milar to this, and which I had 


frequent occaſion to make, has 


obliged me to differ from ſome 


illuſtrious authors, which is, that 
a dyſentery is not confined to any 
peculiar ſeaſon, but may happen 


at any times of the year. Upon the 


authority of Sydenham, the com- 
mon opinion of phyſicians is, 


chat 


Of the dyſentery. is 
that its beginning is generally a- 
bout autumn, that it decays to- 
wards the winter ſeaſon, but fel- 
dom continues for any time during 
that period. Indeed from the 
_ teſtimony of Galen, one would 
be convinced that the matter 
was quite otherwiſe, for he ſays 
that the dyſentery is more infect- 
ing and troubleſome in the ſum- 
mer; but the change of the air 
in England; the ſtate of our 
atmoſphere in autumn; the tranſi- 
tion from heat to cold, and from 
dry to moiſt, renders the human 
body more obnoxious to di- 
feaſes of this ſort ; beſides the too 
haſty uſe of autumn fruits before 
; 5 are thoroughly ripe, may not 
a fetle contribute thereto, not- 
withſtanding we ſee many. people, 
who haye abſtained from every 
Me 2 Hippo ge natura e camment. ; 


Prim. | 2 5 


16 Of a dyſentery. 
kind of luxury, ſeized with dy- 


fenteries at that time. However, I. 
cannot give into *Sydenham'so pi- 
nion, that dyſenteries abate as the 
winter advances ; for in the years 
1760, 176x, and 1762, theſe 
continued throughout the win- 
ter, no leſs frequent nor leſs trou- 
bleſome than in the beginning of 
autumn ; nor did they abate in the 


leaſt of cheir- wonted inveteracy, 


until the ſpring conſiderably ad- 
vanced, and had diminiſhed from 
the ſharpneſs of the air, and ri- 
gour of the winds; a circum- 
ſtance, which, in my opinion, will 
not a little dend to trace out the 
diſeaſe to its firſt ſource, and to 
ſhew its cloſe connexion with the 
rheumatiſm ; which laſt, except 
at a time when it is joined with a 
more painful fever, is rather an 


- De mord. acut. WER. iv, cap. i, ii, et vi. 


attendant 72 


of the diba. - 1 7 


1 during the Wing than 8 
the ſummer ſeaſon. Beſides, in 


the autumn of the year 1762, ſuch 
as were troubled with the dy- 


ſentery, and of whom there was 


a conſiderable number, were much 


more frequently viſited with, fe- 
veriſh ſymptoms, than ſuch as la- 


| boured under it in the following 


winter; and yet theſe ſymptoms 
of the diſeaſe did not appear 
more favourable in the winter pe- 


riod : ſomething like this fre- 


quently happens in the rheu- 
matiſm, if I am; not miſtaken; 


chat is, though in the ſummer- 
ſeaſon it is not fo frequent as it 

is in winter, yet it is oftner ac- 

cCompanied with a fever during the 
former period: However, theſe 
obſervations ought not to be taken 
too ſtrictly; 3 for at the very time 
of Wa them down, viz. about 


8 t 
| , — | 
5 
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the latter end of December x 965 5 
two or more dyſenteries, fell un- 
der my immediate inſpection, 
which drew a remarkable fever 
along with them : It is ſufficient, if 
What we have advanced, be in 
general true; although it may 

not always be found to be con- 
firmed by practice. and Expe- 
rience. c 


9 75 T 1s frequently 3 
chat ſuch as are afflicted with a 
dyſentery, are, both oftener and 
for a longer time than is agreed 
among authors, greatly afflicted 
with a ſqueamiſhneſs, and pro- 
penſity to vomiting, Some make 
mention of this accident, but as 
bdlf a leſſer inconvenience, which 
only ſhews a kind of pain at the 

beginning of the diſtemper. I in- 

deed have obſerved patients, af- 
flicted with the dyſentery, vomit 

„ 5 three 


of the eee . 


three or four times in e : 
hours, for ſeveral days together; 
and the moſt part of them to 


continue under the ſame ſymp- 


tom, until the remaining violence 
of the diſeaſe was got under. 
Nay, I cured-one man, who be- 


fore conſulting with me, did every 


third or fourth day, for fix weeks 


together, vomit of himſelf ; and 


another, who for three non: 


= equently emited __ like eva- 
cuations. . 
85 


But whar ey ende be een 
1 to hint than to affirm, hass 
generally happened i in. the courſe 
of my obſervations ; that the firſt 
attack of the diſeaſe did imme 


diately ſeize upon the {mall guts, 


and then in an orderly progreſs, 
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. gripings had almoſt ceaſed, 
on ſome people the bine 
ſeemed to be more urgent and 


importunate; that ſharp and pu- 0 


trid matter, at firſt abounding in 
the gut jejunum and ileum, now 


flowing only from the ſmall 1 
veſſels of the requm. From this 


conſtitution of the diſeaſe it hap- 


pens, that when a patient may 


ſeem to himſelf and his phyſician 

to be out of danger, yet his ſtools 
may be tinged with . bloody - 
ſtreaks, or ſome ſmall appear 

ances of bloody matter; and 
yet, in the firſt and moſt dan. 
gerous ſtage of the diſeaſe, no 
blood is evacuated: for, Sor 

from the long continuance of the 
diſtemper, the coats of the in- 
teſtine rectum, and the veſſels in- 
herent in them, are ſo emaciat- 
ed and thinned, that they are 
wounded with the leaſt ſtrain at 


— 


* 


- 


— 


force of the diſeaſe has ſubſided into 
the colon and rectum, it frequent- 
ly happens, that ſome RG 
left from the digeſtion of different 
aliments, continue inactive in the 
ſmaller inteſtines, until, toward 
end of the diſeaſe, every part 
of the abdomen, havin g recover- 
_ ed its natural ftrength, theſe mor- 
bid particles are throw off; and 
ſincetheir acrimony becomes great- 
er; in proportion to their con- 
>, it happens that by their 
1 there ariſes a confider- 
_ ns and for a day or 
blood is evacuated With 
1 In the mean time the he- 
morrhoidal veins are ſo diſte wn 
and weakened by the teneſmus, 


that after a —— of a long | f 


continuance, they generally grow - 


into blind tumours, which eme. . 
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times are attended with An ens 


tremity of pain. And yet for theſe 
reaſons, the falling down of the 
rectum, particularly in a lax and 
delicate habit of body, often tern 
minates the diſeaſe, as Degnerus 
hath remarked in the dyſentery, 
which raged at Nemeguen ſome 
Nane ago. 


Traps. being e removed 


1 the power of medicine, a 


plentiful and daily purging ſuc- 


oCeieeds a dyſentery, but yet free 
from any pain, for while that 


_ ſharp. and. mucous matter. of the 
_ dyſentery, by which the gripings 


and the teneſmus were occaſioned, 


is diſcharged fromthe inteſtines and 


meſentery, the canals of the veſ- 
ſels are widened at the ſame time 


| that their elaſtic force. is dimi- 


a . Dyſew. pag. 5 
1 „ 
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_ fo that after all chen mu- 
e dar been conſumed, the veſ- 
ſels may proceed to emit the ſe- 
rous humour in large quantities, 
which in itſelf is indeed innocent; 
but yet from its abundance, may 
occaſion an immoderate looſeneſs, 


and impair the ee * 3 5 1 


Faint. 


Nen dens ſo W tho' 7 
more than once J have ſeen a 


dyſentery abate ſomewhat in wo- - 
men, cum ſuperweniſſent menſtrua. 


For while they were pained with 
bloody ſtools, occaſioned from a 
very Ae ay: teneſmus, and 
an exquiſite pain in the inteſtines, 
all theſe have been quieted, up- 


on the breaking out of the Cas 
tamenia, and ſo ſoon as that put 


gation was over, things Wenne 
crude and returned as before. 


; 0 of a defy. 


e 10 5 
cially in perſons of alooſeand pitu- 
ious habit of body, frequently ends 
ina dropſy, which generally 1s of 
the worſt kind, andbut little alle- 

7 viated by the moſt effectual reme- 
dies: 2 — this chiefly happens, | 
when, by opiatis medicamentis, me- 


dicines inclining to ſleep, the dy- 


| ſentery has been prematurely ſup- 
preſſed and thereafter has be en 


els, from whence the 3 is wA 
_ plied for nouriſhing. the bod 
become weaker, | and eee f 
their functions more ſlowly; 
Hence its comes to pals that the 
temperature of the humours be- 
comes weak and inſipid, the red- 


ih part of the blood diſſolving, 


renewed. Thus have the bow. 


and the aqueous rendered more 


_ afoul and viſcous. And thus they 
ſuck in r. the mucus of 


. 5 | the Eo 
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ende ſo long latent in the 
inteſtines, by the mouths of che 


lacteal, lymphatic and meſenterie 


veſſels, and thus the lymph becomes 
_ through every part” a 
the body, which, while it is ex- 
haled into the different: cavities: | 
and into the ſmaller cells of 
the adipous membrane, becomes 
flower and more glutinous, than 


to be again received, with eaſe 


at the extremities of the Iym- 
_ veſſels, or to be perco- 
' lated by the minuteſt glands | 
thereof; for. whenever there is 
A ſtagnation of the lymph, ter 5 
in the lymphatic veſſels, or in 
** glands, the perſon fo aﬀtected 5 
"_ into'a ac ne pet 


mY ths 1 1 to a 1 | 


od f article of theſe thing gs, which 
falls within the cog of my 
* for enlarging! _ the 
— : 


are freed from a — they. 1 
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the cranium. 
:ded by no con- 
— ſhuddering, nor is it attend- 
ed with any ſigns of a fever, for the 
diſeaſe is plainly reduced to the 

aſs of a heran rheu 
an ples, than 1 — chuſe t0 re- 
c er. to cure a man, beth 
of the e rheumatiſm and N 
at one and che fame time; 
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manner, in the anita A 
the year 1762, when both the 
_dyſentery and rheumatiſm were 


epidemical, but as the ſeaſon ad- 


vanced, toward the end of Octo- 
ber, theſe diſeaſes ſeldom united 


in the ſame perſon, nor was the 


rheumatiſm wont to ſeize the 


muſcles, or membranes of the 
patient, before the pains in 
the inteſtines were removed, 
Which was the more frequent 
courſe of the two diſtempers. But 
ſometimes, when a diarrhza ſuc- - 
ceeded a dyſentery, the rheu- 
- matic-pain, either excruciated the 
ſide, the ſhoulders, or the legs 
and arms of the patient: whence _ 
. clear, that purging is a 1 
tural inſtrument, or channel, by 
. which that acrid and morbid kind 77 
of matter is conveyed from: the - 
_ I and that this matter may 


mee | 
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paſs. from one part to another, 
while the looſeneſs continues, 
which now excites no anguiſh in 
the inteſtines, but is altogether 
uſeleſs toward eradicating the 
nurſery of the diſeaſe. But in 
this mutation of the diſeaſe, it 
may happen, that the ſame, by 
ſeizing upon the nobler parts 
may produce more diſmal ef- 
fects, than when it was con- 
fined to the inteſtines: of which 
IJ ſaw an unhappy inſtance 
in a-middle-aged woman, but of 

a tender and delicate conſtitution. 
I had lately given her eaſe, from 

a very vehement dyſentery, which 
was greatly exaſperated by ex 
cruciating gripings and frequent 
vomitings, but in a ſhort time 
after, ſhe found a very trouble- 
; ſome a | in ache. lower part of 
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che diſeaſe, from griping, became 
arthritic, and had paſſed from he 
inteſtines, into the diaphragm, or 
midriff, where that muſcle is con- 
— to the loweſt ribs, and now 
may juſtly be reckoned a ſpecies 


/ © © 


of paraphrenitidis : there in con- 


ſequence of a continued reſpira- 


tion, the pain became more acute * 
and the danger much greater; ts 
nor indeed Were there any ſigns 
of a great fever. In this ſtate 
The was twice blooded in the 
arm, when as great a quan- 
my was taken as the ftrength 
of the body, neither naturally 
roo and Lang weakened, 
-by a former difteeyper, would 
admit. Then nitre was given 
in plenty, with an addition 
of the oil of ſweet almonds and 
malt of harts-horn; of the for- 
| . "mer there was a x (plentiful .doſe,. 
but 
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but of the latter, only 4 ſmall 
quantity. A bliſtering 1 was. 

likewiſe applied to the part af- 
feed, which for three, or four days. 
together, extracted a large quantity 


of a glutinous ſerum. However, 
the pain was nothing abated, then 
the plaſters were —— to the 
ealfs of the legs, and at the 
ſame time, the ſteam of warm 
water was applied to the place af- 
fected. Which „ was of- 
ten repeated, and continued for 
2 conſiderable time before it was 
removed; whence the woman 
received only * intervals of 
eaſe; and ſo the whole were to no 
purpoſe. And as the ailment in- 
creaſed daily, ſhe died upon the 
twelfth day, after. the . * 
ſeized. e her ſide. Fr 
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| Nor, by the mere tranſition off + 
1 Aiſeales, is their affinity 
| manifeſt ; for oftentimes, from. 
the contrary cauſe, a dyſentery. 
ariſes from a rheumatiſm ; for — 
frequently have known, in a 
ſharp -and continued rheumatiſm, 
when it was judged proper 
to give phyſic, that the 
ſtools occaſioned by the guaia- 
- cinaz neutral ſalts, or mercurius 
ſublimatus dulcis, were like 
| thoſe of the dyſentery 5. They - 
were attended with gripings, and 
the acuteſt pain; conſiſting al- 
moſt entirely of putrid mucous 
matter, ſo exquiſite, that to- 
ward the end of the purge, a | 


teneſmus aroſe, with an excru- 


| 5 ciating torture of the inteſtine 


rectum, and its ſphincter. 80 
that, for ſeveral days together, 
| Mere remained a very W 5 
WEE 5 ſome 


that part. And what is ſtill more, 


I cured a young woman of twen- 


ty-five years of age, who was 


| troubled with the rheumatiſm 


through her whole body, to ſuch 
a degree, that ſhe lived without 
the uſe of her limbs, almoſt mo- 
tionleſs and inactive, not being 
able to move any part of her body 
for pain; but after that, by bleed- 
ing, bliſtering, and d uſe of 
guaiacum, and nitre mixed with 
ſalt of harts-horn, the ſtrength of 
the diſeaſe was fo broke, that 4 
woman could freely diſcharge th 
| functions of her calling; and in a 


| day 8 time Was ſeized with a h- 3 Rs 


ſentery, with very putrid ftools, a 
vehement teteſmus, and perpetual... 


gripings. Theſe at laſt ceaſed, 
through the application of rem: 
5 A Ts the cheumatiſin return — 
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Vveterate. 


in a certain < 
though with a more deplorable 


iſſue; for w 
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In apud Pittones dolore colico, cap. v. 
8 Vide Huxhaw, de nt colico en 
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| . but at one and the 1 
time they labour under both di- | 
ſtempers. And in each of them 

the body is bound. Then the 
pains of the joints are greater 
and more rooted, when the force 
of the diſeaſe is poſſeſſed of the 
ligaments and tendons. And be- 
ſides it is more inclinable to pro- 


duce the palſy, or the falling- 
ſickneſs. And to ſum up all * 


a word, the diſeaſe is the more 
diſmal ; a; when it becomes in- 
veterate, it is by far the more 


. | 


2; Moſt of thoſe who FI of = 
þ dyſentery; found gripings to ceaſe 


2 little before death. In ſome, 


the apthæ broke out toward the 
end of the diſeaſe; in others thje 
looſeneſs was ſtoy pped. And al- 
moſt all were-in a ſhotr time 


after 8 
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after ſeized with a ſtupor and 
ſomnolency, or elſe cold ſweats 
aroſe, ſo in a few hours they ex- 
pired. Whether the vital ſtrength 
was exhauſted, from the over 
diſcharging of the inteſtines, . or 
what appears more probable, _ 
and which appears to have 
happened in ſome caſes, the 
very inteſtines were mortified, be - 
ing touched with the deadly gan- 
grene. However, the termination 
of the diſeaſe was for the moſt part 
more fortunate, ſince of the dif- 
ferent patients afflicted with the _ 
Wee ence who were under my 
- care, ſcarcely he twentieth perſon 


died. Thereſore I now proceed 


to the method of cure, which 1 
have e uſed; i. 
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Of the Cure of the Dyſentery. 


INadminiſtring remedies to theſe 


| patients, | the firſt thing to be 


conſidered, is, whether bleeding 
be convenient. If there be an 
immoderate heat, a ſhivering, or 
a too quick pulſe, there can be 


no doubt, but a vein ſhould be 
opened immediately; and altho 
the ſigns of a fever be totally ab- 

ſent, yet if the ſick poke be 


of a full and plethoric habit 


of body, it will in that caſe 
be proper to let blood; for in 


this manner the danger of an im- 


pending fever 1 is avoided; and the 
rheu- 
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rheumatiſm, ſo frequently; ſubſe- | 
quent to the dyſentery, is in a great 
meaſure prevented. But however 
theſe things may happen, when 
| ſtools are ſtreaked with blood, 
the opening a vein will be of great 
utility to remove it: beſides this 
kind % medicine is to be approved 
on another account, as when the 
fibres of the muſcles and mem 
branes, as alſo the coats of the 
arteries are too tight, and from 


the leaſt irritation are apt to 3 


contracted. A 1 with- 
out doubt, will occaſion convul- 
ſiens in the bowels, as alſo grip- - 


| ings unuſually dangerous and ſe- _ 


vere. In this caſe bleeding i is ex- 
tremely y proper, as it is the readi- 
eſt and quickeſt remedy of 2 : 
thoſe called ta... n 
fine, the griping itſelf, >» F 

er ul and inveterate, . 
| Will 


4 


. 0 TE the 1 


will the: confidlerably abated by 
loſing a ſmall quantity of blood. 
On — account, ſince ſo many 
rcaſons directed the phyſicians to 
open a vein, we may conclude, 
that bleeding ought to be the 
firſt ſtep, until ſome manifeſt 
ſymptoms diſuade therefrom; 
theſe ſymptoms are a weak habit 
of body, inclining to a dropſy, 
the danger of which frequently 
follows a dyſentery ; a thorough | 
weakneſs, occaſioned by an inve- 
terate diſeaſe 3 horror, or a cold 
ſweat; an irregular pulſe; ſtools 
more An ordinarily fetid; and 
whatever may prognoſticate a 
mortification or a gangrene in 
the inteſtines Wherever any of 
theſe ſymptoms appear, bleeding 
is to be carefully avoided ; hs 
wiſe the cure is to 50 begun 
0 therewith : as to ow” quantity) 
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cf blood to be taken, that i is to 


be judg ed of according to the 5 


age and ſtrength of the patient: 
1 ſeldom or never think that a- 
bove ten ounces are to be taken 
from the moſt robuſt or vi orous 5 


_ conſtitution; or * blee ing! is = 


”” - $0 be repeated. 


After letti * we "rely, | 
next examine the ſtate of the ſto- 
mach. If the patient frequently 
feels either a ſtrong inclination to 
vomit, or a loathing or indigeſtion 
after meals; ; = his fongue be 
diſcoloured or covered with mu- 
cus; if there be an acid or bilious 


_ taſte in the mouth, or if the wind 


be more troubleſome near the 8 
lower orifice of the ſtomach; in 
that caſe my way has been to give 
a vomit of ipecacoanha, in order, 
to caſe the ſtomach of every 
| G | noxipus 
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, noxious impediment ; and though | | 
'T do not think this. medicine 


to be ſo efficacious as bleed- 


ing, yet I do not recolle& that 
ever any patient was the worſe . 
by the uſe . 
contrary when it was neglect- 


ed, I obſerved that the other 
parts of the cure advanced more 


J ſlowly and with more difficulty: 
| Fes _ notwithſtanding the 
ſigns of a foul ſtomach may not 
be ſo plain, yet it will not be im- 
proper to preſcribe one ſcruple of 


tpecacoanha after letting blood, 


unleſs the patient be ſo weakened, 
as not to be able to endure the 


fatigue of vomiting any longer. 
In an hour or two after the vo- 


miting is over, Iproceedto give that 
FN medicine, which from long expe- 
rience I found to be almoſt in- Fr 
| fallible ; i that * one ä "ot .- 


of the cl 43 


the ipecacoanha, which being mix- 


ed with half an ounce of the com- 
mon {imple mint water, and two 


drachms of the ſpirituous, or two _ 
ounces of the fimple alexiterial 
water, with half a drachm of the 


cordial confection, ought to be 


taken every ſixth hour. F or on this 

account I was induced. 

1758, to makeuſe of ipecacoatiha We 
. dyſenteries. I had already ob- 


in the year 


. ſerved, that ſome phyſicians” of - 


3 
FP 


great practice were wont to gi ve | 
five grains at two different times 


in the twenty-four hours, or one 
towards the evening, for three: 
or four days. And as I ob- 
ſerved this medicine to give im- 
mediate eaſe from gripings, - - but 
for the moſt part to return ſoon. 


after, 1 reſolved to try an experi- 


ment whether or not the doſe 5 
| 8 in a leſs N could 
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give a mor e a+ caſe fro om 


the pain. Firſt then, 1 


7 {cribed that four grains ſhould be 
taken every day, and ſometimes. 


that the ſame quantity ſhould be 
taken every fix hours. Thus I found. 
the medicine of the utmoſt effi- 


cacy towards rooting out all the 


maladies of the diſtemper, pro- 


vided the patient could be pre- 5 
5 vailed on to continue taking the 


fame. But indeed that was not to 
be done, becauſe of a ſquearniſh- 


| neſs, and frequent vomiting 3 and 
therefore 1 underſtood, that the 


medi icine, if repeated, was to be 
given in leſſer quantities every time 
than another; and when I ob- 
ſerved the diſeaſe generally to be 


| Ungerin g, and therefore to admit 


of a tedious cure; I thought it 
beſt to. preſcribe the E 
in fo ſmall a quantity as to create 


e Gn 
he ſmalleſt diſguſt, or at leſt 
fuch as might eafily be endured, 
provided du in "this manner, 
patients could contitue to make 
uſe of it, and at the fame time 
be ſenſible of its efficacy in cur- 
ing the dyſentery, which if it 
was not immediate and full at 
once, yet was by daily practice 
found to be certain and infallible: 
I was led to be ef this opinion 


upon the authority of William 


Piſo ®, Who informs us that the 
iAbabibdnts in the Brazil were 


wont, at three different times, 


to boil two drachms of iperaco- 
anha in curing the malignat 
diarrhæa or dyſentery ; nor does 
te reck6n the third Geceien to 
be leſs clicachous” than hats 


* . lie ride 
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and, | 
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cond, or fut: may, he ſays, that 
1 the efhcacy 8 of he third was 


| the greateſt ; but indeed it is not = wg 


likely : that. any ſtreng th for vo: 


ig ould remain at the third | 
=: decoction ; and yet by experience, | 
E that, was not -uſeſef, towards 

=_ maſtering the diſeaſe... * Whence 

= concluded that the virtue r 
mama/edicine did not depend upon. 
er Pome. to excite, a yomut.. 1 

=_ 29/300 by. theſe reaſons, E Im 
"a * year. 1759, while the dy- pes 
= ſentery was epidemic, but . 
© ticularly about the beginning ol. 1 
Autumn, preſcribed two grains 
J becacoanha, to be given at 

lt © the end of every ſix hours as for- 

=. meriy mentioned. And as at that „ 
and thereafter, the diſeaſe 
dee. general in St. Thomass 
us Hoſpital, fol could oftener make = = 


UB - 
* 
* 5 " 
— . * 
* 
i . oy 2 
| „ * 
— 
3 8 X 
£ 
8 — 
ey 4 * 1 . 
I 3 
* 
3 * i 
* * 1 Wy IR * E) a 
* = ” 
: # . 
vw if 3 3 s * : FP $ 
8 Beg 4 * 
oy Ra * : X 
wit * Cav 2 - 
OE! 1 vi 2 > 


thoſe experiments, ict den 


ſtrated the extreme utility of this 
method; but a little after 1 only 
mixed one grain of the ;pecace- 


ana in every draught, as I fre- 


” 


quently obſerved à too continued 
1queamiſhneſs to ariſe from two 
grains, which inconvenience ap- 
1 ſoon, not to ariſe from 
one grain, or at leaſt to be of 


no long continuance. F rom this | 
time I uſed this quantity, except 
in caſes where the gripings were 
too ſevere, and that the eva- 


cuations of blood by ſtool were 


too copious and "frequent: "fo 
that a phy ſician ought ra- 
ther to endeavour an immediate 


than an eaſy cure of his patient. 
When the matter ſtands thus, 1 


do not ſo much regard the hom 


_ miſh neſs” of the ſtomach until 
am ſatisfied that in foe mea- © 
3 ſure 


e 
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| 2 the intenſeneſs of the djs 
eaſe, by the uſe of the two grains, 
be got under; and fo at laſt I be- 
LAME contented with a reſcrip- 
ion of one grain. In this man- 


ner while now for four years, 1 


proceeded to adminiſter the 7 20 . 
coanba daily to people 1955 
with the r 1 bund. b 
experience, that the uſe thereof, 
in all kinds of the diſeaſe, Was 
both innocent and Ja : nor 


is it material whether the dylen- | 


tery be acute or chronical; whe- 
ther the ſtools arę ſtreaked with | 
blood, or if they conſiſt of mucus 
only. For 0 every degree f 
age, ſex, and conftitution ; and 
in all ſeaſons, the medicine equally : 
produces its ſalutary virtue. 1 
do not chuſe to affirm that I ne- 
ver was miſtaken or diſappoint 
ed; 3 thou 6. indeed leſs 1 1 
| Y 
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= of this medicine chan any 
other; the virtue of the peruvian 
bark againft intermitting fevers 
only excepted. 
Severaleminent® ry ſia have 
_ obſerved that the ipecacoanba 


generally created a ſweat, and 


to this they have attributed its 
efficacy. Sometimes the ſweat 
begins upon the firſt taking that 
medicine; yet ſeldom except 
when there is an inclination 
to vomit, which can ſcarcely 
ariſe from one grain. Though 
if our conjecture has been "oſt 
with regard to the nature of the 
diſeafe, perhaps no medicine of 
equal efficacy can be adminiſtered 
+ x dyſentery, than that which 
cauſes the patient to ſweat plenti 
fully; which the Fecacoonha, 
: joined with opium, does mote 


* Vide Jo. Friend, 4 fund. commentarium e 


uur tum. 
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WY any other. Yet this cure 
is not to be practiced in caſe of a 
teneſmus, or a frequent key 5 
Or going to ſtool, which are ſo 
concomitant to a dyſentery, and 


which often bring a man, when . 
dropping with ſweat into the ut- 


moſt danger of his liſe; there- 
fore we muſt trace out a method, 
by which the pecacoumba may, 
without ſweat act its part and 
38 remove the dyſentery. EL 
When given in this way, it 


is neither wont to create any 


tendency to vomit, nor to 7955 


LE. a ſweating. But generally it 
virtue may be obſerved in 50 6 
ſpace of twenty-four hours, by - 


a * 
* * 
4 
* 
>» 
8 
1 
- i; 
L ** 3 
=} < 
i Wes dS 
4 c 
« 


the condition of the inteſtines | 
5 being altered. The firſt ſymptom 
of an alteration for the better, 
+ 1s, when the ſtools are free from 
blood and putrid matter; after 

ty the ; g5 are neither ſo 

Fr ogy acute 2 


2s 
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« acute nor ſo frequent, nor is the 
teneſmus ſo troubleſome. Al. 
moſt in the ſpace of two days, 
and frequently ſooner, the pa- 
tient is ſenſible that the diſeaſe 


zs in its decline: he can go about 


his daily buſineſs as he pleaſes : | 
however he ſtill feels _ griping 

_ pains, and continues to feel them 
for five, ſeven, or perhaps ten days 
v2 together ; 5 but ſuch as. may be 5 
eaſily endured, and are daily de- 5 


creaſing. Indeed the ſtools do _ 
not lefſen in the ſame proportion, —— na 


nay, they ſometimes apppear 
more plentiful during ſome days; 


and yet they give leſs uncaſinefſss 


and pain, and in a ſhort time 


they decreaſe in their number 1 


3 


3 


and ee 


But Ss in 5 beginning « of 1 
a7 cure, the N muſt 7 


2 enſe wit! 1 
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a ings, ſtrictly and properly ſo cal- 


led; yet after one or two days 
@ WT in . the manner laid 


down, that kind of pain ſeems 


to have ceaſed, nor will the 


bowels be pained except at ſtool, 
and from. the ſharpneſs of he 


matter evacuated ; by which 


matter the 8 exceedingly 


tender, appear to be wounded, 


rather than to be ſtrained and 


twiſted into gripings | or convul- 


ſions: and this pain may be 
perceived, for ſome days, but ſa 
long as it continues, let the me- 


dicine be repeated two or three 


times a day. It fits eaſy on the 
ſtomach; and without any trou- 
ble to the patient, it may be re- 


peated as often. Which will 
appear more evidently from the 


5 following accounts. 


A'cer- 
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As certain unmarried woman, a- 
bout forty years of age, was ſo 
exaſperated, an account of lome | 


diſputes, which ſhe had with her 
own family, and, with ſome of 


her relations, that ſhe deter- 


mined to be her own executio- 


ner; for this purpoſe ſhe ſwal- 
lowed a whole drachm of the 


corroſive ſublimate of Mercury. 


She was inſtantly ſeized with the 


ordinary ſymptoms, namely, a 
heat and excruciating pain in the 


ſtomach and the inteſtines: The 
apothecary who ſoon came to her 
aid, poured down warm water, 
ad linſeed oil plentif ully into 
her throat, that he might carry 
off part of the poiſon by vomit- 
& to dilute and 


ing, or at lea 


blunt its ſpicula. A] few hours 


after J was ſent for to the fick 

perfon. I preſeribed a draught 9 
he taken W fix hours, of the 

85 follow- —— 
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* mixture, namely, one 
ounce of oil of ſweet almonds, 
and another ounce of ſimple {BB 

iterial water, with three drachms - 
of manna mixed; and who at 
the end of every three hours, was 


to have conſtantly a clyſter, made 5 


of five ounces of oil of ſweet * 
monds: then at proper intervals I 
ordered that a lixivium of tartar 
ſhould be plentifully poured into 
ſome mutton broth, and the pa- 


tient to drink Requently thereof. 


. after ſhe Was ſeized with a violent 


In hopes that this alcaline ſalt in- 
termixing with the corroſive mer- 
cury in the inteſtines, might at- 
5 tract its acid ſalts, and ſo render 

the mercury almoſt crude and in- 
nocent, which ſucceeded accord- 
ingly; ; 1 5 after ſhe had continued 
under this regimen for twelve 
days, ſhe was freed from all dan- 
ger and pain; but in a day or two + 


5 1 


of the jetty! % 5 


1 dy ſentery, accompanied 1 vo- 


miting, mucous tools, and the 


moſt exquiſite gripings : on which 
account, I ordered her to loſe 
eight ounces of blood; and that 
once in ſix hours ſhe ſhould take 


two grains of ipecacoanba, mixed 
in a julep of common ſimple 


mint water; and that at proper 


intervals, ſhe ſhould take another 


draught, made up of one ounce f 
the oil of ſweet almonds and one 

dirachm of the ſyrup of poppies: 

By the uſe of theſe remedies, R 


in 1885 ſpace of ſix and thirty hours 3 5 
Was perfectly cured of the dyſen- EW 
tery ; but in a ſhort time after ſhe 
complained of blind piles, whole 


but they ſoon fubſided by the 


application of the white oint-. - : : 
ment, having a twelfth part f 
the, Theban | extract mixed wit 


1 


ſize was extremely trobleſome, = 
and attended with violent pain; 
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tek: and thus at length, the wo- 
ma eſcaped from the impending 
| danger of a ſhocking death, and 
was reftored to perfect health. 


- The other hiſtory is of a wo- 
man of a more delicate conſtitu. 
tion, and in the 3 5th year of her 

age. I was called to her in lefſss 
than a month after a dangerous 
ping in, when at the ſame time 
e was troubled with a dyſente. 
iy; a fluoralbus, and a procidence 
Ff tlie anus; her ſtrength was much 
exhauſted, both by reaſon of her 
= late lying-in, and the complica- 
tion of diſtempers under which ſhe 
llaboured: and as the dyſentery 
Was the moſt preſſing ailment, | 
io I took care in the firſt place 
3 to eaſe her ſtomach with a gentle 
S : I then rave her one grain 
= of 7þecacoanha, in the uſual julep, 
at the end of every fix Hours, 


and at et gave hs. Aa: fol 7 

_ draught of the oil of ſweet. al. 
monds, with one drachm of the 
- ſyrup of poppies to eaſe the grip- 


ings. When the diſeaſe by theſe 


- medicines had been got under, and 
in a day or two became leſs trou- 
bleſome; in order to ſtop the fluor 
albus, I twice a day, for ſome time, 
gave her half a drachm of oliba= _ 
num, but without diſcontinuing 8 5 


the ipecacoanha: At length, in 


conſideration of the 3 eſs of 
the rectum, Ipreſcribed a fomenta- 
tionof the e, Galls. The 
pains decreaſed daily, and ſhe ae- 
quired ſtrength;ʒ but before, ſhe 
_ was. quite rid of the dyſcntery, . 


ſhe uſed the ipecacoamba for twenty 


5 I 
* y . A 
* % » 9 . = 
1 

5 8 by 


ix days ſucceſſively. The dyſen- — 


tery was followed by a diarrha, 
Which was at length — „ 
der the electuary of ſcordium: 
She continued taking the other 
medi ieines for two weeks gk 800 
2 a 
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at the end of which ſhe was re- 
ſtored to perfect health, and be- 
came n, firong : as before 


Brom cheſts ewe * od 


een the firſt caſe the Dundee 8 


of the inteſtines, after taking the 
poiſon, be conſidered when the 
dyſentery attacked the woman; or 
if, in-the latter cafe, regard only 
be had to the continuance of 
the diſtemper, in a ſlender body 
_ emaciated with ſo many ailments ; - 
it is ſufficiently clear, if I am not 
miſtaken, how ſafe and effica- 
cious ſuch a cure may be: To 
which we may add, that in a lues 
venerea, and in the very time of 


laying on the mercurial ointment, 


perſons are frequently ſeized with 
2 duyſentery, as well of the bloody 
as of the mucous kind: of which 
17 Tones 11275 ſi igns eee ave 
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| been wont to apply this method 


of cure, after leaving, for a time, 
the uſe of the ſtronger mercurial _ 
ointment : nor did I ever obſerve _ 
that this diſeaſe, if taken in its 
beginning, long reſiſted the power 


of theſe remedies, or in any man- 


ner obfirudted: the . cure 


| thereof * 
But while the ipecacoanha is, 
according to cuſtom, given to the 


patient, he may twice or thrice a 


_ day, at intervals, take a draught of 
oil mixed with one drachm of the 


| ſyrup of white poppies ; for by 
this means we find that the acri- 
mony of the ſtools is abated, and 


the gripings become eaſy aan 


ceaſe : however, there will be no 
| ccept for one or two „ 
days in the beginning of — Ec 


need of this, « 


and ere . LCA 
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Wile things are thus ordered, 
much ſeverity ſhould not be uſed 
in-regulating the diet of the fick 

perfon; for as all kind of fever is 

generally abſent, and when the 
ſtrength needs not a little to 
be recruited, on account of the 

Many eviicuations that are made; 


beſides broths, jellies, and other 5 


preparations from eggs and milk, 
ſometimes it will be proper to eat 
à2 bit of chicken, veal, mutton, 


or ſome ſuch li: ght food. But 


- we muſt be Pete careful to 


forbid the patient all kind of nou- 
ſhment that may irritate, or in- 
flame the bowels, or that is windy 
and affecting. 
I have already 3 that * 
| diarhœa was wont to follow a dy- 
ſentery; to prevent which, and to 
rightly adapt the cure, a phyſician 
- . ought to ule his utmoſt diligence 
1 and n ; . by * 


Of the ſony, _— 


and aftringent: medicines, to ſtop 


2 looſeneſs too haſtily, while 
the fomentars of the diſeaſe are 
not yet eradicated; is not only 


very dangerous, but even impru- 
dent: hence it is that phyſ 


cians of the greateſt eminence be- 


gin the cure of the dyſenterywith 
purgatives. And indeed this me- 
thod has this peculiar advantage. 
as is already ſhewn, that it tends 
to expel the matter which foments 


the diſeaſe, at the ſame time that 


1 alleviates the pain and removes 
the gripings. The ipeca,¹x 
given in this manner has, doubt - 


leſs, a tendency rather to promote 
a looſeneſs, than to bind the ho- 
dy; which will ſtill be rendered 
more effectual by uſing the oleous 


and anodyne 2 1 0 ſo that 

all kind ys” danger will not be 
Dyer; for, when the dyſentery, 
with the gripings, the teneſmus. 
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and e 
or the decoction of the ſimaroube 
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and: the ſharp ſtools are pk; 
the . may ſtill continue, 
and at laſt exhauſt, nay over- 


power the patient. Wherefore, 


whenever the nature of the diſ- 


eaſe, or the conſtitution of the 
patient, gave me any ſuſpicion of 


this kind, I was wont, inſtead of 
that oĩly draught, to ſubſtitute 
| ar eee two ſcruples of 


the electuary of ſcordium diſſolved 


in {imple cinnamon water. And 
laſtly, when the pain, with the 


other ſymptoms of the dyſentery 
were removed, if ſtill the diarrhea 


continued troubleſome, the whole 


of the cure is to be adapted and 
converted thereto. A fit matter 


for which will be ſupplied from 


i the white decoction, prepared With 


double or triple che- quantity of 
gum arabic ; or rhubarb toſted 
unded with cinnamon, 


barks 
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bark; or the extract, or decotion 
of log-wood; ; or the electuary of 

ſcordium; or cow's milk, in which 
are boiled cinnamon and the barks 

of oak and pomgranate; or laftly, < 
_ cow's milk, the moſt efficacious 
remedy that occurred in the 
_ courſe of my experience z 3 in one 
pint. of which, while it is hot, let 
one | ounce of mutton ſewer be 


| diſſoved. 


When the patient is conſidera- 
i advanced in years, or is broke 
with the continuance of the di- 
; fremper, but particularly if the 
pulſe is weak, or the tongue be 
covered with - fetid lime, the 
face and palms of the hands be 
wont to grow warm ſuddenly, or. 
if ſweats begin to break out more 
frequentiy and in more abundance; 
in ſuch caſes the peruvian bark will 
ire the 1 * W a 


1 


— 
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Of the dyſentery: 
looſeneſs can be prevented: and 
this will be beſt remedied, by com- 
pounding half a drachm of that 
bark with five grains of toaſted 
thubarb in the form of a bolus, 
- or by mixing three drachms of 
the tincture of cinnamon with 
three ounces of the decoction of 
bark: Either of theſe medi- 
eines may be uſed: twice or tlirice 
a 285 with a very good 9 | 


But though the dyſentery may 
te maſtered. by theſe remedies, 
yet frequently, as I fotmerly ob- 


ſerved, men are ſeized 5 the 


5 theumatiſm like gouty pains, ei- 
ther between the thoulders, or in 
the ſides, or in the integuments 


of the head, or in the arms, or in 


the legs. Great care muſt be uſed - 


when we are to encounter with 15 


this new adverſary; for the medi- 
eines which are moſt. effectual : 


WW 
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againſt the cheumatiſm, hen they 
have ſomething ſharp and proper 
for cleanſing all obſtructions; yet 
occaſion ſome danger of irritating 
the inteſtines, and ſo preventing 
the dyſentery} from being remov- 

ed: Wherefore neither the guaia- 
cum, nor the ſweet ſublimate 
mercury, nor nitre, nor volatile 

ſalts are raſhly to be given; but 

the matter is rather to be effected 
by ſuch remedies, which are of 


an antiſpaſmodic quality, as al- | ; 


ready obſerved ; and which at the 
ſame time cal the -perſpira- 
tion; ſuch are Caſtor, Muſk, ONE: | 
hy: root of wild Valeting; rofl tio... 


8 =P . 
4 ex hs . 
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Shanti: . 3 pains are 


: _— free from à fever, it 


would be moſt expedient to raiſe 


plentiful ſweats, which, when the . 
patient does not refuſe the reme- 


be. is will more effectually 
. _ creaſe | 
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made of ipecacoanha and the The- 
ban extract, of each two grains, 
with nitre and vitriolized tartar 
of each eight grains. This being 
once taken, the patient laid in 
bed, and covered over with quilts 
and blankets, will occaſion ſweat- 


ing in great plenty; but if leſs, 


in fix or ſeven hours the doſe is 


to be repeated: in the mean time 
he muſt drink copiouſly of ren 


water, or rather of the decoction of 


guaiacum and liquoriſh. And this 
for 10 or 12 hours, very plentiful 
ſweats will be emitted; by which 
neither the ſtrength of the pati- | 


ent will be impaired, and yet in a 


t meaſure that: glutinous and 


I arp ſerum in which the diſcaſe 1 * 
og lodged, will be carried off. 


But when the patient 1M 


: this method of cure on account 
' on us b tedious and trouble 
3 f ome, 


* UL 


affficted; 
ſhifts to another part, the plaiſter 


an inſtance in a man almoſt forty 


07 rhe dene. 0 


” ſome, or ought not to be alia 

on account of the weak ſtate of 
the patient's body, recourſe muſt 
be had to bliſtering plaiſters; and 


theſe muſt be applied to the part 
and whenever the pain 


is to be applied thereto: the patiene 


in the mean time is to be ſup- 


ported with the gentleſt kind of 
nouriſhment, Suh medicines as 
were formerly named are to be 


given, in order to Keep up the 


ſpirits, but yet neither to raiſe 
an immoderate heat, or irritate =. 


hy inteſtines. | 


permitted to ſubjoin _ 


years old, who, after he had la- 


boured with a dyſentery for fit. 
| aſked "My advice. "== 
- mm frequent vomitings, putrid , _ 
3 9 and the moſt exquiſite ED 


teen days, 


BS  Eripings: : 


3 07 PR Oey | 


| gripings : by all which he was ſo 
weak as to be ſcarce able to ſtand: 
nay, even while fitting, he could 


' ſcarce keep his head upright: 


firſt, by taking one ſcruple of the 
* unloaded the ſtomach; 


and afterwards preſcribed one grain 


of the ſame root to be taken in 
his uſual drink, every fix hours. 5 
In a ſhort time the man was cured 


of the dyſentery: but he was 


conſtantly ſeized with the moſt 

exquiſite pains, and which were 
wont to ſhift their ſeat every third 

or fourth day. I applied bliſters 


to the parts affected, and ordered 


him, three or four times a-day, 
to take a cordial draught, 2 18 
contained one half dram of wild va- 
lerian; and in place of this, when 
\ after; "th or ſeven. days nothing 
| ſeemed to be apprehended of the 
th Fetunning, I gave three 
e e QUO. 
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| ounces of the decoction af Peru; 
vian bark, with thirty drops of the 
volatile tincture of guaiacum: 80 
that after a month's treatment in 
this manner, the patient was re- 
ſtored to perfect health; for in that 
time he had eight bier ; name 
by between the ſhoulders, "upd 
the arms, the calves of the legs, 
behind the ears, and on the kink - 
der part of the Head, 7 eee 
: As th wine iind _ 
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CHAPTER Wl. 
Qs the aue 7 the dying. 


— may, does appt 1 os : 
priſing to ſome, and, nn .. 
abſurd to others, that if, after 1 . 
have laid down ee had a = 
= pe" to * the I. * 
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and explain the cure of a dyſen- 
tery, I ſhould at laſt proceed to 
 fpeak upon the cauſes thereof, 
and ee the virtue of the me- 
dieines which relieve the inteſtines 
from it. The reaſon is plain to 
the generality of medical writers, 


who treat the matter each in his 


own way: for, defirous that their 
; peculiar diſcipline fhould be regu- 
lated like a fcience, they become 
contented with any kind of expe- 
riments and obſervations which 
fall within their own cognizance, 
either caſually or otherwiſe, and 
from thence draw a general and 
univerſal concluſion, and uſe the 
theory built thereon, as the real 
theory of the diſtemper, proved 
and eſtabliſned on ſuch a founda- 
tion: but this method of reaſon- 
ing, called the analytic method in 
the ſchools of the 


philoſophers, is 
too haſtily adopted by phyſicians, 


and 
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and built upon too ſlender a baſins 
but then the ſame gentlemen ap- 
proving more the ſynthetic me- 
thod, form a concluſion ſome way 
or ther drawn from the analytic 
way, as a principle already grant- 
ed; and according to this, they 
| judg e of the various ſymptoms of 
the diſeaſe, they direct the intent 
of the cure, they fix upon n edi- 
cines; and, in fine, explain the 
force and efficacy thereof. Such 
as follow this method judge them- 
ſelves to be the only phyſicians 
worthy the dignified 1 of phi- 
loſophers; they give out that their 
medicine is the only true, ſubſtan- 
tial, and rational one to be met 
with. Whence to me, who fol- 
low a uite different courſe, tis 
very evident that I ſhall appear 
to ſome o * an enemy to philo- 
ſophy, and to act the empiric: 
— Lowexer, | 2 ae attention Will 
„% on 


* 
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1088 remove every anxiety of this 


kind. Medicine is by no means 


to be numbered among theſe fa- 


culties, which might ftand con- 


tented with a ſuperficial enquiry; 
it ought to be minutely and fully 
_ enquired into: indeed ſome bran- 3 


ches of knowled ge may be in- 


veſtigated both analycitally and 
ſynthetically; I mean ſuch as have 
objects of a ſimple ſtructure and 
a determined order; as mechanics, 1 
chemiſtry, and aſtronomy. The 
matter, which is the immediate 


fubject of theſe, is evident to our 


ſenſes, and conſiſts but of a few 
Principles, n neither is it liable to 


variety and unlikeneſs, but is al- 


Ways and every where the ſame 7 
wherefore a ſmall diligence | is on- 
=p requiſite for tracing out their 


- cauſes and principles; and when 


once theſe are inveſtigated, their 


* is wanifeſt, and tlie 


— 5 


of the fires... =: 


profit ariſing from chen is full 
and exuberant: But, indeed, it is 
quite otherwiſe with medicine: 5 
The ſpring and ſource of diſeaſes 
1 are, for the moſt part, involved . 
in darkneſs ; their cauſes exceeding 
Complex, their appearance and form 


ever changing, and, laſtly, theirpro- 


greſs and declenſipn, of which we 


can but ſhrewdly conjecture, ſel- 


dom render us ſecure even with 


TT reſpect to ourſelves. Since this : 


is the caſe, it would be the great- _ 
eſt imprudence not to uſe 


eve very kind of bi in a 
matter of fuch doubt and ſuch 


— difficulty.  Prepoſterous, indeed, to : ö E 
— nk to paſs an opinion 
upon the nature of the diſeaſe, 


before its cure be underſtood, and 
theſe things be thoroughly con- 


|  fidered, which may either fubdue 1 
8 8 1 the e 35 
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As to what rogues the choice . 


gy of medicines, I am afraid that i is 


a topic never to be digeſted upon 


the principles of - by: Ta, 


mean, that from the nature of the 
diſeaſe being firſt underſtood, and 
from a rd that ſome function 


i the animal economy is injured, 
aà a certain remedy can be found 
out, which, by its proper and pe- 


culiar efficacy, can be ſufficient for 


85 reſtori ing that fi unction to its for- 


mer ftate, and perfect an effectual 


cure: in this very diſeaſe the 


uſe of iecacoanha may demon- 


ſtrate how the matter is entirely 
otherwiſe; for when it had ſpread 


among the ignorant and illiterate 
i, Bid of Braſil, and that in 


15 manner handed 8 to them 


by their forefathers, William Piſo, 
A Deb Phyſician, had an oppor. 


tunity of obſerving the medicine . 


1 thoſe prop! le generally 
_ ns 'P 
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uſed: and from America he con- 
veyed it into Europe: ſomething 
like to which may, if I miſtake 
not, be ſaid of other remedies, 
whoſe efficacy is ſingular; and 
indeed it ought not to be cope i 
and diſſembled either through the 
falſe modeſty, or ambition of phy- 
_ ficians, Neither are theſe, nor 
yet the art they ptofeſs, to be re- 
fected upon, if medicine is not 
founded on principles which, per- 
haps geometry, logic, or even moral 
Philoſophy may boaſt of; namely, 
that it has not been deduced from 
reaſon alone, and bullt thereupon: 
It will be ſufficient for them, if, 
by the aſſiſtance of” their di 7 


they Have diligently ſtudied the 5 5 


medicines which either nature or 
chance firſt pointed out to them, 
and whoſe ſanction was only « G. | 
ing to a vulgar prepoſſeſſion in 


| their favovr, or to ſome fuch for- 


ls EO tuitous 
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tuitous cauſe; and have accomme- 
dated theſe to the functions of the 
human body, according to the 
ftrength and age of the patient ; 
and, laſtly, to the times of 58 12 
3 Then it will be lawful to 
make an enquiry into the nature 
of the diſeaſes and the ſtrength of 
the remedies; ; ſuch queſtions are 
attended not only with a certain 
ſatisfaction, eſpecially when they 
diſcover the cauſes, and account 
for the effects which we ſee pro- 
duced from them, but likewiſe 
with great advantage, as they can 
recbver the uſe of medicine from 
tranſitory and fluctuating experi- 


ments to a certain fixed ſtate of ö 


ſcience :. Beſides, from theſe there 

are frequent concluſions, which 

direct toward diſcovering the na- 

ture of the diſeaſes, and for find- 

ing out their remedies. | Where- 

fore we muſt now treat of the 
og DN 


1 


Of ths thnx 1 
| ———_ of . the dyſentery, and of 


the o peration of the | #pecacoanha 
I therein. | . 


* 


1 are in "this diſeaſe two 
things which merit our particular . 
attention; namely, the gripes, a | 


the more glutinous and 


lime which theſe ſtools Ai: 
We muſt therefore en uire which : 
of theſe are moſt vi ible in the 
patient, and which of them is 
the cauſe and occaſion of the 
other: for this queſtion concern 


ing the ſpring and origin of pain 


in the ſolid parts, whether the 
ſame is rather to be imputed to 
the badneſs of the humours, I 
that belonged formerly | to all 
manner of diſeaſes, is, in caſes ak. 
| the dyſentery, not” a little can- 
vaſſed among the moderns; for 5 
_ there were ſome who looked up⸗ 
3 an eee in the bowels 3 2 


.» 
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cke very ſource of that diſeaſe, 
and judge the ſlime, of which 
theſe ſtools conſiſt, to be abraded 
from the coats of the inteſtines by 
the force of the gtipes: whereas, 
before this, it contained nothing 
| Kurtrful,. or contrary” to the ordi- 
nary courſe of nature, although, | 
in continued ſpaſms, it at length 
degenerated and became morbid. 


However, this Jodie is en- 
tirely repugnant” to the account 
given of the dyſentery by former 
authors; for the acrimony of that 
ſlimy matter does, without doubt, 
_ itritate the inteſtines, and occaſi- 
on gripes: this appears evidently 
ftom the ſeaſon of the year in 
which the dyſentery is moſt fre- 
quent; for after the ſolſtilial heats 
of ſummer, the more moiſt and 
cold air in autumn renews 
this diſeaſe, and renders it more 

common; 
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common. This change 4 the 
Aix as it, in 4 place, ads 
upon the ſkin, and upon the 
veſſels thereof, accounts ratio- 
nally for the change of the hu- 
mours in the body, and for the 
corruption ta namely, a de- 
creaſe of perſpiration through the 
ſkin, and a greater plenty and 
thickneſs of the ſerum and lym- 


pha through the whale | body, but 


not ſo as that the ben de = - 


raiſed into ſpaſms while there is no 
previous fault in the humours: for 
we know that at the ſame time, 
and for the me reaſons, the rheu- 
matiſm becomes exceeding fre- 
quent: which diſeaſe is — | cer 
tainly contained in ſame thick 
and ſharp humour, but know no 
palme i in the inteſtines, Theſe 
will neceſſaril 
troubled with 
ever Es are d of nk « ad 6 


Dow © 


— 


ry th CE : 
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. * with uncommon plenty "OY : 
; ſharpneſs into the cavity of the in. 
teſtines; on which account grip- 
ings are ſo conſtant with the 
diſtemper, yet are not the pri- 
mary cauſe thereof: but theſe N 
are owing to ſome ſharp and 
5 glutinous ſlimy humour pod = 
into the inteſtines: which is, 
therefore, to be conſidered as the - 
matter whence the diſeaſe ariſes, : 
and in Which the ſame is con- 
| tained. | 


= The Coats . ths Ake 
Z vellicated with this morbid mu- 
cus, are frequently drawn into . 
cdonvulſions and gripings: which 
laſt do compreſs the mouths of 
ſtzße exhaling arteries and excre- 
. tory paſſages of the glands, by 
SO which evacuations are made ; and 
8 are conſtantly provoking A 
Wee * effuſion of that 
. 


f the 2 By. 


 peceant 8 ſo that nh 
| firſt was the effect, does in its turn 
become the cau 5 for the — 
matter, of which. the ſtools 
in a dyſentery conſiſt, is very 


different from that natural A 

- innocent mucus with which Me 
yy _ concave ſides of the inteſtines # - 
are lined over: as this ſeems + - 


to be quite | waſhed off by the 


force of tlie gripings at the bag ö 


ning of the diſtemper; and; in 
15 thereof, a certain morbid 
b of matter flowing from the 
glands and arteries of the de 
8 from a fountain, furniſhes new 


matter for other ſtools. This ori- 


Ein of the dyſentery, ſo far as 1 
can find, was firſt deſcribed in a 


very perſpicuous and candid man- 2 E 
ner by Alexander Trallianus, 8 ET, 
- Bop in the lathe, wYY ee 


3 
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5 * that the exulceration of the 
inteſtines is not the cauſe of the 
ee but rather the elles | 
thereof. 


The mixture of blood in ſtools 
that come from thoſe troubled 
with a dyſentery, is owing part- 
ly to the acrimony and ſharpneſs 
of the humours, though princi- 
pally to the force of the gripings : 
it is ſeldom! in ſuch plenty as to 
appear iſſuing from ſome of the 


larger veſſels, when theſe are . 
either wounded or broken; but 


rather from the minute branches 
of the arteries, that run over the 
coats of the inteſtines; nay from 
the coats themſelves, which being, 
too much abſterged by the acri- 


mony of the current humours, 


and ſo rendered more tender, they 
are, by an acceding force of con- 
N cally 1 55 and bleed; 
for 55 


\ "EP a 
> ; 
; » 
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| for the flux of blood which 5 
poured from thence; ſo ſoon as 
the gripings are over, ceaſes to be 
diſcharged : as appears ſufficiently 
in the curation of the diſeaſe. For | 
buy taking, once or twice, one 


grain of the Ipecacoanha, the grip- - I Þ 


ing pain generally abates, and the 

| ſanguine evacuations ſtop: this 

cannot in the leaſt be attributed' - 
to any virtue whereby ſo ſmall 

a portion of that root, may con- 


Age and conglutinate, arteries 


that are divided, or veins that 


have been Win but rather 
to the violence of hs gripings 


being removed by the medicine 3 


ſio that after this, the blood is 


no longer propelled from the 
membranes and ſmall veſſels: a 3 
circumſtance confirmed by the ob- 
ſervation already made, namely, - 
that a bloody dyſentery, 10 | 
Wk” women are afflicted, . 
N M > = has To 
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" kid ceaſed for a time, upon the 
eruption of the menſes; for that 
menſtrual flux of blood is too 
ſparing and ſlow, to be accounted 


either as a derivation, or re- 


vulſion: but, while this continues, 


a woman fenks a certain eaſe and 


relaxation through her whole bo- 


dy, whence after the griping s of 5 
the dyſentery are laid, the blood 


ceaſes to be expreſſed out of the 
coats of the ee „„ 


. wth reſpect to e {AAR 


| or ſtreaks of blood which ſome- 2 15 
times tinge the ſtools at the end 
of the diſeaſe; theſe indeed, as has 


been already 'ohſervend; are drawn 


from the hardned recrements f 


the belly; which after they have 
for ſometime remained in ths - - 
ſmaller inteſtines, are. yet at laſt 


expelled, by the recruited force 8 


=P of the dyſeeerys” : 33 + 


the e and muſeles; a thus 
they throw the blood from the 
1 3 my the PR e 5 
7 hive can 1 no et dab or 
difficulty concerning the mucus. 
of which the ſtools, in time of a 
dyſentery, are compoſed: many 
anddifferent ſigns ſufficienthy ſhow -_ 
that this humour is plainly of 
the ſame kind, as that to which 
the rheumatiſm os its riſe; wWhe- 1 
ther from a diſpoſition of nature, 
thebadneſs of diet, or from theſudl- 
a den migration from heat to cold _ 
in time of harveſt, the thin "and - 


ſerous humours in the body be- 


come more ſharp and mee 


but after they have been ſo pa e 1 


ed, if they do fill up any cellular 
membrane in any of the be 
they vellicate the muſcular fibres, 
1 e the ne and the li- 
FZZ bomene. 


* * 
3 * 
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. of the j joints ; they cauſe 
- and render that limb. leſs 
fit os be moved: they bring on a. 
| chronical - rheumatiſm, or, in- 
_ deed one of an acute kind, as the 
cauſes occaſioning a fever intaſe 
and come on; but if the ſame be 
directed e the viſcera of the 
abdomen, and be thrown into 
the cavity of the inteſtines thro 
the abſorbing veſſels, and the ex- 
cretory ducts of the glands, — 1 
1 0 on gripings, frequent ſtools 
d other ſymptoms of a dyſen- 

; which affinity of both theſe 
dicaſes with the, properties com- 
mon to each other, ſufficient- 
ly appears from all 5 85 we > know 
. 1's ed bans | 


. +. 


Firſt it appears from Ul we 

| Wen aid concerning the eaſy 
| gradation of the dyſentery into a 
""—_ mat im, | NOT: wont ta 


ov the dfmay. 27 * 
happen, as it neceſſarily muſty | 
upon the dyſenteric Ae a 5 
before the morbid mucus of which 
| theſe ſtools conſiſted, had been 
entirely purged off by the inteſ- 
tines; or when the whole ha- 
bi 5ody is ſo overcharged 
with es mucus, fo ſoon as its 


derivation, ome en made 1 


the inteſtines, is ſuppreſſed, 
another part of his han may be 
overloaded with that humour; 
and thus become painful and 
diſeaſed. The pq concluſion 
follows, and becomes ſtill ftronger, 
from the examples already brought 
of a rheumatiſm, changed into a 
dyſentery; frequent obſervations 
confirm this, and by experience it 
appears that both the dyſentery _ 
and rhumatiſm became general, 


even at the ſame time of Xu year, 5 


and on account of the ſame ſtate 
* the air. Beſides b both diſeaſes 
; 5 ret rage 


1 66 of the Bene, 


1 1 in a very terrible manner | 
among the ſame kind of people 
nmnmnnamely, among n after * 


come "08 long Forage": 


Ro ill the rio tim of . 
cure is applicable to both; 3 we” 


though the morbid matter is na- 
fttutrally thrown out by ſtools, o- 


- cafioned from a dyſentery ; ; yet 


I have ſeen once and again, on 
the relapſe of a dyſentery, a . 
bliſtering plaſter ap plied | * 


8 


F \ 


\ "tween the ſhoulders, had allaid | 
both the gripings, and ſuppreſſed 


the mucous evacuations ſrom the 


_ inteſtines; when in the mean time 


it drew a ſerum from the part 


affected, as manifeſtly ſnowed the . 


nature of the dyſenteric mucus; 


ad was ſo thick, glutinous, and 


acrid, that after removing the 


3 it fell 0 drops, irritated, 


1 
: 1 * * 
s ; 


: . 


_IInflamed, corro ed, and, at bee. | 1 


07 | the * in. 
cut into the fins in the: very 
ame manner, as the dyſenteric 5 
mucus is often time wont to af- 
| ſe the coats of the inteſtines; 


which happens in a rheumatiſm 
that is more than ordinarily yio- 


lent, when the bliſtering plaſter 


is applied to the part a ggrieved 2 
this does not ſo frequently occur 
in a dyſentery, becauſe then the 
acrimony of the viſcid mucus, is 
diluted and tempered by a copious 
afflux of the aqueous humours; 
4 that ſcarcely ſuch an effect is 
obſerved in the inteſtines, unleſs 
the diſeaſe be in its worſe degree. 
But whenever the dyſentery has 
become too inveterate, and that the 
patients are brought into the ut= + 
| moſt danger, by reaſon of the fre- . 
quent ſtools they are forced to; 


> be applied between the ſhoul- wy 


ſometimes in the beginning of the + 
cure, I ordered a bliſtering p laſter e 


, 4 


„ 


5 the 0 in the manner PE 
ready ſpecified; which was always 
attended with ſucceſs. Whatever 


then is founded on this principle, 


tends much to eaſe-the inteſtines : 


ſo that in curing the dyſentery, . 
"A medicine ſhould be Prepared, ass 
af the diſorder contained the rheu- 

matiſm within it. In fine, I have ſo 
frequently obſerved this- ſimilarity 


in the diſeaſes, that ſome time ago, 


I looked upon the dyſentry, as a 

4 rheumatiſm in the inteſtines ; not 

indeed in the ſame ſenſe, as 
Ceælius Aurelianus gives this ap- 


pellation to the dyſentery. For 


With him the rheumatiſm ſignifies 
af nothing more than a defluction 
-. "mf „ But we, by trans- 
ferring that appellatian from the 
pains of the joints and muſcles, and 
applying it to the inteſtines, do 
cContend that the matter and cauſe 
| of . 5 are RT * ; 
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CHAPTER IW. We 
Oo be action of the ipecacoanha i in 


- People troubled with a dyſentery. 


N explaining the cure of the 
diſeaſe, the ipecacoanha ought” 
to be particularly conſidered : its 
efficacy ſeems to depend upon two 
powers or faculties ; firſt, becauſe _ 
it renders the belly more ſoluble, 


and ſo expells the humour that 


gave riſe to the diſeaſe, and by 


Thich it is nouriſhed, from . 15 


body; in the ſecond place, becauſe 
it relaxes the coats of the bel 

and breaks the violence of the 
gripings: whence the pain, in 
a great meaſure is abated; and the 
diſeaſe becomes ſo tolerablay that 
| for the moſt Pots: the PR. 


wait ill The orc matter oY 
been wholly evacuated by ſtool: 
The ipecaboanba performs A 
part of an anodyne medicine, and 
_ with the * ads to 
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92 . Of the dyſentery. 
the patient, without any incon- 
venience following it: ſince if 
the matter had wi tried by o- 
piates, it muſt happen that from 
the frequent and continued uſe 


of them, a variety of diſeaſes, dan- 
gerous both to life and health, 


would enſue. That we do me 7 ns 


any antiſpaſmodic virtue. of this 
kindto agree with the ipecacoanba, 
it will perhaps appear a new doc- 
trine, and to ſome highly impro- 
bable, and yet by no means have 
we embraced this opinion with- 
out proper authority; for after 
once or twice taking the ipeca· 
coanha, the griping pain almoſt 
always becomes eaſier, though the 
matter of the ſtools may have 
abated. but little or nothing of 


thay wonted acrimony 


. —— and 


that the ee doth ſo relax, 

and eaſe the coats ofthe — 
ior of the d 
ing mucus cannot contract them 
into gripings. To the ſame pu 


power is ee, : 
nature, which Gould ſo f. 8 


q dite. | mo : the 


e are dhe 
veins and = arteries, which run over 


power nf) — hs 1 . 
_'ctently oi in cher — 
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| = vomiting may be aptly PH 
duced from it; for both oil and 


warm water will create a vomit z 
and that they poſſeſs this pro- 


perty is moſt certain. Opium it- 


ſelf likewiſe, which hath the 


greateſt power of relaxing, has un- 


doubtedly been found ſometimes 


to affect the ſtomach in the ſame 5 


manner: yet this ſeldom happens, 


becauſe that juice, while e 
hibited to the patient, according 
to the preſcription of phyſicians, 


is for the moſt part, either diſſolved 
in white wine, or is joined with 


ſpices, or ſuch things as have 
an aſtringent e to ſtrength· a 
en the ſtomach. Beſides, in every 
kind of loathing, we ourſelves 
feel the fibres of our ſtomach _ 


rather become lax than contracted. 
| For * 


he muſcular coat of the 
ſtomach has ſome fibres Which 


fortify its upper orifice, in the 5 


manner of a {phin cer, and other 
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Kbres Which extend for the whole : 
length toward the pylorus or it's 


lower orifice, and which preſs the : 


food downwards into the intel... 
tines; but when either the former 
or latter are relaxed, the muſcles 
of the abdomen hs.” by their 

preſſure, drive back into the œſo-—- 
phagus or gullet, whatever is 

contained in the ſtomach: then 
the diaphragm or midriff aſcends, 
while the air is let out from the 

thorax or cheſt; by this aſeent 
the ſtomach is en upwards, 
and a vomiting enſues; ſo that 


it ought to create no ſurpriſe, ; 


we aſcribe a relaxing power to 
the ipecacoanha, which is a eer- 
_ tain vomitory. T his power ap-. 
pears further in this, that the 
| ipecacoanha when joined with 
opium, is preferable ' to any other 
medicine, for relaxing the veſſels 
of the ſkin in general; beſides, it 
creates the moſt ANNE mm. 
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plentiful DEER 3 and, arkie 
is not commonly known, that the 
ipecacoanha is the beſt and moſt 


effectual need for fits of the 
agaſthma; 1 when ſo great 2 


contraction has ſeized upon the 


bronchia, and the membranoug 


cellulæ of the lungs, ſo as to hin- 
der the ingreſ: of the air 3 and 


when bleeding, bliſtering plaiſters 


fetid gums, volatile ſalts, ſquills, 
muſk, camphire, and even opium, 


have been found ineffectual; I have 


ſeen the contraction aſtnerremov- 


ed by repeating the uſe of the ipeca- 
coanha, and the freedomof breath- 
ingſorecovered, as that men were in 


a manner, reſcued from immediate 


death thereby. But I may perhaps 
find another opportunity for il- 
luſtrating this matter elſewhere. 
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